BOMBAY

interference. In addition to this, every form of
religious worship was not merely tolerated, but allowed
to exercise itself with the most ample and equal freedom.
Every native of Asia, or of any other country in the
world, so long as he infringed none of the established
laws of the Presidency, was allowed equal privileges;
and as the advantages of security and freedom, in the
most genuine senses of these words, were enjoyed
under none of the native governments adjacent, but,
on the contrary, were almost entirely unknown in them
all, Bombay became the natural place of resort for the
wealthy from all parts of India, lying on that side of the
Peninsula, and indeed from many other regions much
more remote.1

The population of Bombay is about two hundred
thousand; and I think it may be said with truth that
we can see nothing in China, or Java, or the Philippine
Islands, or along the Malay Peninsula, or even in the
interior parts of India, any single caste, or dress, or
custom, or form of superstition, or anything else
belonging peculiarly to Eastern manners, which we
may not witness at Bombay in as genuine and apparently
unsophisticated a condition as on the spot to which it
properly belongs. In twenty minutes' walk through
the bazaar of Bombay, my ear has been struck by the
sounds of every language that I have heard in any other
part of the world, uttered not in corners and by chance,
as it were, but in a tone and manner which implied
that the speakers felt quite at home. In the same short

1 [Religious toleration, unknown in Portuguese India, -was introduced
by the great and good Gerald Aungier, Governor of Bombay, 1669-77,
and the real founder of the city. He allowed all races to worship and
build temples as they desired, and induced a number of Parsees and
Banyas from Gujarat by this means to settle in the island. From this
innovation, attracting as it did the mercantile classes of Western India,
dates the rise of Bombay as a great commercial city. The population
in 1672 was 10,000: in Hall's time it was 200,000: in 1921 it was
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